2021_06-07 Healing Task Force

The Healing Task Force meets when called
Monday, June 7, 2021, 5:30 – 7 p.m. via Zoom
The Healing Task Force will use the same Zoom login for each meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97007453455
Dial by your location
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 970 0745 3455

Motion by the NLUC Council on April 8, 2021, to establish the Healing Task Force
“I move that Council appoint a Healing Task Force regarding closure of the Memorial Presbyterian Church and the Overture, including as members, but not limited to, AT LEAST TWO representatives of Council (including the Moderator and Pastor Faith), AND AT LEAST TWO MEMBERS to be named by EACH OF THE Native Ministries Committee AND Social Justice and Service Committee, and THAT COUNCIL INVITE others to participate to address education, reparations, communications, and ceremony.”

AGENDA and MINUTES

Prayer
George Partlow led us in prayer at 5:35 p.m.

Introductions
We all introduced ourselves. 

Pastor Faith asked Myra to lead this meeting. 

The Overture has been shared with the committee members and council but not with the congregation yet. 

Brief Comment about the Overture and Time Line
Maxine provides some background. How did we get to this point of doing an overture? Several years ago Phil Campbell spoke with Dr. Soboleff and was struck with the sorrow Dr. Soboleff felt with the closing of Memorial Church. Phil gave a talk and made an apology. Albert Kookesh commented on Phil’s apology: “too little, too late.” Native Ministries Committee decided to pursue documenting the closure. Joaqlin Estus, a former member of NLUC and Staff Reporter for Indian Country Today, interviewed about a dozen members of the church and wrote an article for First Alaskan Magazine. Native Ministries decided we needed to do more. We thought that we needed more work. We convened a committee to address an Overture to the Presbyterian Church. 

Alaska Native Ministries Overture Subcommittee
Lillian Petershoare, co-convener
Tim Lash, co-convener
Maxine H. Richert, Secretary
Myra M. Munson
Phil Campbell, Consultant

Mission Statement: Call upon the Presbyterian Church USA to issue an apology to the late Doctor Walter Soboleff and his family and to the Alaska Native membership of the Memorial Presbyterian Church (MPC) for the unwarranted and unilateral closure of the church. Many of the elders and members of MPC have gone on, however, family ties with MPC members still exist. The hurt of the closure has been passed on to present generations. People still speak of Dr Soboleff’s amazing pastoral work by telling stories about “when we went to Memorial Church, we…”. Everyone’s story is positive and genuine. Dr Soboleff & the Memorial Presbyterian Church [are] still vivid in our minds.

Maxine commented that Myra Munson and Tim Lash made sure that the native members could express their sorrow. The committee also looked at the Douglas native community being burned to make room for the harbor, Gastineau School being built over native graves, and the so-called urban renewal projects that caused relocation of those living in the Memorial Church neighborhood.

Memorial Church was very active, they had just ordered 15 more pews, they were doing many baptisms and many weddings. There was an active young people’s group. After the church was closed, about 50% joined Northern Light, and only 50% of those stayed with the church in a year. 

Memorial Church started off as Native Church in 1942. There were nonnative members of the Memorial Church. 

The closing was totally unfair. We need an apology. We are looking at having house posts or totem poles installed in the church. It would make it more welcoming to the native members. Perhaps other native members or their descendants would return to church.

We expect the budget will be from $20,000 to $60,000 for carving costs.

We need to bring in more culturally relevant practices to Northern Light. 

We should do the apology with native protocols; it’s the proper way to do it, not the white way to do it. 

Myra reported that she read every single set of the minutes of Northern Light Presbyterian Church from 1961 to 1964. There was not a single reference to welcoming the members of the Memorial Church, or offering for Walter Soboleff to participate. The Presbyterian Church used the positive commitment of integration for the racist closing the church. 

Walter was given a “roving” ministry. The presbytery didn’t invite Walter to become the new pastor, they chose someone else. This was an act of racism under the guise of integration. 

Walter was forced out of the way. He did it as gracefully as he could, but the pain was still there. 

We have focused on apology and acknowledgement. We followed the structure of the Presbyterian Church for doing an overture. 

We hope to see demonstrating repentance through reparative actions. 

Simply to have other people say “We’re sorry” is not enough. Real repentance takes monetary effort. The church council  had  recommended house posts but nothing came of it. No one picked it up and owned it. We have to identify reparative actions that could be taken at each level. PCUSA may or may not adopt it. We need to think about what the presbytery will do. 

We addressed some things that NLUC should do as well as the Presbytery. 

Storyboard: a way of explaining the story of what happened. We could have storyboards where we can read material about the history of the closure. 

Myra asked for discussion among those present.

We have an overture prepared. The message of repentance and reparation is more clear. 

Myra said we are doing a bit of editing of the overture. We need to have input from the Healing Task Force about what NLUC should do. 

Brainstorming: 
Some brainstorming ideas:
Remodel Fellowship Hall and rename it as Memorial Hall
Story boards to explain the story 
Sunday School curriculum
Good Quality framed photos of Walter Soboleff and Memorial Church.
Honoring Walter Soboleff at NLUC for his birthday, including inviting children’s native dancers.

Brainstorm; send in your thoughts now. 

Reread the overture; exchange of ideas by email, come to next meeting reading to discuss those, that may be a way to move us forward. 

NLUC reaching out to CBJ to have acknowledgement of Memorial Church at the Fire Station. 

Purpose of the Healing Task Force

Development of a Work Plan (and, maybe even getting started on it)

Scheduling future meetings
Another meeting the week of June 21
When can you meet next. 
Jane will do a poll. We should not meet on Mondays since that is Pastor Faith’s day off.

when2meet.com 
We will use when2meet.com to arrange our next meeting the week of June 21.
https://www.when2meet.com/?12090671-fD1gk

Closing Prayer
Kelly closed us in prayer at 6:40 p.m.

	Present

	Myra Munson, myra.munson@outlook.com

	Kelly Henriksen, kellyehenriksen@gmail.com

	Kate Burkhart, jaymiekate@hotmail.com

	Marianne Mills, mariannemills@msn.com

	Maxine Richert, mrichertak65@gmail.com

	Jane Ginter, ginteralaska@gmail.com

	George Partlow, pricerbumanto@hotmail.com

	Mark Banda, marcobanda74@gmail.com

	Talia Eames, taliadee@yahoo.com, teames@ccthita-nsn.gov

	Sarah Ginter, sarahginter@gmail.com

	Dabney Meachum, dabneyjael@outlook.com

	Hunter Meachum, huntermeachum@gmail.com

	

	Not Present

	Faith McClellan, Fthmcclellan@gmail.com, pastor@nluchurch.org

	Jan Blankenship, revjan55@gmail.com

	Margaret Katzeek, mkatzeek@ccthita-nsn.gov, katzeekm@hotmail.com

	

	Invited But No Response

	Patrice DeAsis, patrice.lillian@gmail.com

	Scott McHenry, scottay1987@gmail.com

	Ali Petershoare, alimariep7@gmail.com

	Ian Michael Petershoare, i.petershoare@gmail.com

	Alida Bus, alidabus@gmail.com

	Betsy Brenneman, betsyabrenneman@gmail.com

	Sasha Soboleff, pinpon@gci.net

	

	Declined

	Ed Hein, mucknagh@gmail.com

	Berni Hein, sharon.berni.hein@gmail.com

	Nathan Soboleff, sobolefn@hotmail.com




